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We see dead people . .. ©

That line has always left me gasping with laughter.
Thank goodness we see live ones too. As genealogists
and historians, we breathe life back into the stories of
ancestors who have gone before us - and honor them.

As the administrator for several family research sites
dedicated to the Morris and Newberry families; | wanted
to take the opportunity to invite any who own a computer
to sign up for our “by invitation only” genealogical web
sites.

* The James Newberry web site @ MyFamily.com,
was founded in 1999 by Janice Newberry Robinson as a
tribute our ancestor James A. Newberry. Janice’s
ancestors were part of the early pioneer group who
stayed in lowa when the Brigham Young moved the early
Church to Utah. When we discovered cousins divided by
the Rocky Mountains, the group began to make amazing
things happen. Now, there are twenty-six pages of
photos with about fifteen images per page. Numerous
documents and family trees are all right there for use by
the family historian. We always caution folks to check
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DNA - the new way

For about eighteen months, | have been working
toward identifying the English roots of our ancestor
Richard Newberry who settled in Weymouth, MA.
One would think this work would be easy enough to
accomplish, but like many of our lines, significant
shags have impeded the flow of research.

Some vital pieces of information on Richard are
missing. First, his birth date is unknown. We only
know approximately when and where he died. The
date of his will was 1685 and he lived in Malden, MA
at the time. Obviously, wills can be written long
before death occurs; so, with no solid birth or death
date, and no burial record, it has been nearly
impossible to determine Richard’s roots. So now,
workarounds have been put in place. With the help of
a professional genealogist in the UK we hope to zero
in on the right Richard, using previous extrapolations
and history. Copious reading of English and Puritan
history was essential in making any progress on
Richard.

Currently, we have targeted and are investigating
several men who may prove to be our Richard; who
were born in the West Country counties in England -
viz. Dorset, Devon and Somerset. We have gone as
far afield as Berks and Wiltshire in our quest, and are
preparing to head into Worcester next.

Parish records have been scoured for births,
marriages, and deaths. Wills have been translated
from Latin. Land records have been transcribed from
old history books. The College of Arms has been
queried. Historians specializing in colonials have
been approached, and new methods have been
tried. Next we will be looking for manorial records,
for it seems that most of the ancestors of the
Newberry/Newburgh family were minor lords and
squires, after they held prominent baronial positions
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continued from page 1

and cross check facts before making additions to their
own family trees as the web site is always evolving
with new or revised information. Interpretations can
sometime vary. Encouraged with the success of the
Newberry site, | founded . . .

% The George and Hannah Newberry Morris web
site in 2001. This site has become a huge database of
photos and documents. As it stands now, there are
thirty-four pages of photos, and hundreds of pages of
other information to read and use in your family
histories. Several members got together last year and
transcribed George Morris’ journal and posted it on
the site.

None of this could have been accomplished
without the help of many, many people. Photos from
every family grace both sites - some are pretty
astonishing. This compendium brings together much
of what we know about our pioneer ancestors.

YOUR invitation to join

| would like to extend a special invitation to folks
who are interested in joining. Simply drop an email to
me at goldsage@aol.com, and put Morris or
Newberry family in the subject line. | will be glad to
add you to our online family. The sites are password
protected. It's always more fun to participate rather
than “lurk”. For those who may not know, the term
means someone who just reads and never contributes
to the conversation. Anyone can contribute. It's a
good way to know your cousins. Keep talking even if
it is only to comment on something that interests you.
Sometimes these conversations take the knowledge
to a whole new realm. Another alternative site is:

* The Newberry Family — Saga of a Clan

This public site is dedicated to Hannah Maria
Newberry. Curiosity about her Native American
background jump started the site at:

http://freepages.family.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~hannahslife/

It has grown slowly in the past few years, but will
have a major remodel in the upcoming two years. No
invitation is required to view this site. *

In memoriam

In the past several years, we have lost several
important genealogists in the family.

1. Mrs. Gladys Newberry Welch, lowa descendant of
James Newberry passed away at the venerable age of
one hundred and one (101), in 2006. Her family
pioneered lowa and Missouri.

2. In Salt Lake/Magna, Utah, Mrs. LaRee Hill Pehrson
passed away on July 12, 2006. She was an
extraordinary person and an incredible historian in her
own right. Many of her personal papers have been
archived in the University of Utah Special Collections.
However, some of her massive research ended up in
the hands of private collectors. We all pray these
precious historical documents will be protected and
donated, in time, to her collection at the U of U.

3. In Brigham City, Mrs. Elizabeth Palmer Tingey
passed on Nov. 3, 2008. Beth was a personal friend
and advocate for accuracy in family history. Her
enduring spirit and generosity touched us all.

4. Yvonne Morris Beecher Atwood, died in an
automobile accident on Nov. 11, 2008, just a week
after her cousin Beth, in Salt Lake. As a researcher,
Yvonne was larger than life in her mission at the
Family History Library, where she was well respected
as the “Indian expert” and helped innumerable
seekers find their roots.

These ladies and many others have gone on to a
higher calling, but | remember and thank them for their
generosity with all of us. *
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continued from page 1
in the time of William the Conqueror; and later, for six
generations were installed as the earls of Warwick.

Bombing in the south of England during WWII
soundly destroyed precious information that will never be
recovered, so therein lies the challenge.

However, by all indications, it appears that Richard
was probably part of the armigerous Newburgh family,
and a close relation to Thomas Newberry who was an
early settler/planter/gentleman, in Dorchester, MA in
1634 or before. Most of the people who came to the New
World were in some way related, either by blood or
marriage. So in all likelihood, Richard has a 95% chance
of being related to Thomas in some way.

The work has been excruciatingly slow, but with
science as a new resource, we hope to answer at least
some of the questions.

Currently, there are eight subjects involved in “The
Newberry Family DNA Project.” Initially, we started with
only the intention of comparing Richard’s DNA with
Thomas Newberry’s, to see how they were related.
Needless to say, it has mushroomed!

The Tests

Since April, we have had several new members join
our DNA project. In order to protect the privacy of
individuals, | am only able to give generic information
about their family lines. To identify specific lines,
subjects are identified by TEST GROUP only.

Test Group #1 is for the New England line of Thomas
Newberry, who arrived in Dorchester, Massachusetts
circa 1630-1634. Married into the Dabinott family.
Currently seeking a second subject to verify a shaky
first case.

Test Group #2 is for the New England line of Richard
Newbury, who arrived in Weymouth, Massachusetts
circa 1634-38 or perhaps later. Ship’s records on his
arrival are not extant. Married into the Robinson
family. Three subjects tested to date.

Test Group #3 is for the New England/North Carolina
line of Walter Newberry, who arrived in Rhode Island,
circa 1670. Married into the Ford family.Two
subjects tested to date.

Test Group #4 will be for Samuel Newberry the
Irish Immigrant. Testing in progress on two
subjects.

Additional test groups will be added as they are
identified. We now have a total of eight individual
tests with which to extrapolate data.

Current data comes from Test Group #2 and two
were from Test Group #3. We are awaiting info on
Test Group #4 and still seeking more subjects for
Test Group #1 (i.e. Thomas Newberry
descendants).

So far, the data indicates that the subjects
in test groups #2 and #3
have NO COMMON ANCESTORS!!

Therefore, it is apparent by the data that the
Newburgh/Newberry family from Weymouth, MA is
genetically different than the group who supposedly
migrated from England to Rhode Island then the
southern states (North Carolina from Rhode Island).

Test Group # 2 is part of the haplogroup R1b
Test Group # 3 is part of the haplogroup 11

What are the differences between the two? It
seems that the R1b haplogroup (Richard’s group)
has a larger diversity of world-wide range and
shows up as mostly European. Surprisingly, a small
percentage of historically contemporary American
Indian is also revealed with some other surprises.

The 11 haplogroup tended toward showing less
diversity on a global scale, but presented markers
from Greenland, characterized as Aleut. (Eskimo)

To read about the spread of R1b and I1in the
National Geographic Genographic Project, go to:
https://genographic.nationalgeographic.com/
genographic/atlas.html.

We are currently awaiting results on a line
identified by most Newberry researchers as
‘Samuel the Irish Immigrant.” Samuel arrived in
America in the 18t century, but we believe that he is
related to the English line through Thomas
Newberry’s family. This line is detailed in Joseph
Gardner Bartlett's work. It is a complicated matter,
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but, if Samuel’s line has similar markers to our
Richard, the genetics will unravel another snag in the
golden chain. As you can see, this is quickly
becoming a world-wide mapping project of the
Newberry surname, and has been extremely
exciting.

Additionally, the DNA has given us hard proof on
another question that we have pondered for over a
century; the question of Indian ancestry in our James
Newberry’s line. At the time of testing, the subjects
involved desired to know if the Indian genes were
myth or real. Now we know the stories passed down
through some of our families were indeed true. The
DNA tests show two lines of Native ancestry through
James Newberry and his descendants.

Geographically, they were native people of the
eastern seaboard around Florida and Georgia,, with
additional tribal markers from the Great Lakes
region. This tells us that the family was affiliated with
the Cherokee and the Iroquois Confederacy, viz., the
Mohawk, Cayuga, Tuscarora, Seneca, Oneida and
Onondaga- or “People of the Longhouse.” The
Cherokee, of course, were known as part of the “Five
Civilized Tribes” which included Cherokee,
Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole.

The DNA tests were done by three separate
descendants of James A. Newberry, whose results
all showed the same genetic mapping. This
information will finally help us straighten out
problems in the matrilineal lines from James
Newberry b. 1791 backward. The tests prove a
woman brought the Indian blood into our family. So
who was it? Only time will tell, as it is another
compelling mystery to be solved. In the coming
months more DNA results will appear on a dedicated
web site mapping the Newberry family. »*

The Quiet Patriarch

In 2006, | published a family history about James
A. Newberry, titled, The Quiet Patriarch, The Life of
James Abram Newberry, Native American Pioneer.

| have copies of this book available if anyone is
interested in a copy. You can contact me at
goldsage @aol.com. Be sure and put “The Quiet
Patriarch” in the subject line.

| can send an order form - or - simply send your
name, address and phone number with a check,
money order or cash in the amount of $32.00 to:

Sue Simonich
P.O. Box 6305
Kent, Washington 98064-6305

All books are sent via Media Mail. Orders are held
until checks are processed.

Synopsis

The Quiet Patriarch, details the life of James A.
Newberry who originally hailed from Warwick/ Bellvale,
New York.

The early Newberry family migrated from Connecticut to
Duchess County, N.Y., where they resided on the Oblong
and Little Nine Patent in the 1740's. They later began their
tenure in Orange County in the 1760’s. After 1800, some
of the family continued residence in New York, but the
Newberry name declined in the east as migrations took
them into the territories as pioneers.

James A. Newberry was the son of John and Jemima
(Benedict) Newberry, who was born May 29, 1791. His
enduring story traces the family migration from New York
through Pennsylvania into Ohio, where they stayed only
briefly. After living in Strongsville and then Brownhelm,
Ohio he followed his destiny when he met with early
Mormon missionaries in 1831 and was converted.

The objective narrative of the story follows his
movements through three migrations with the Latter-day
Saints. A stubborn Yankee, Newberry set down roots and
started another family in the mid 1840's. The fourth
migration was too much for him so he elected to stay in
lowa with his fourth wife Sybil Pulsipher. His first family
was separated from him by this decision. Five of his
daughters chose to leave lowa. Three went to Utah and
two others continued on to California. Harriet died young,
leaving only two brothers and a sister in scattered lowa
counties.

The story is chronological and weaves various
documented historical accounts together to provide an
understanding of James' place in history and the drama
experienced by those he loved and chose to call friend.

Sue Simonich, author/editor of Newberry/Morris Family
News has been among the principal investigators of the
Newberry family since 1995. She lives in Seattle, WA.
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Newberry /Morris Family Gallery 7

James Newberry George and Hannah Maria Morris ' Hannah Maria

b. 1791 probably marriage photo in old age
father of Hannah Newberry

& siblings shown below.

James W. Abraham Sally Ann Martha Patty Jane

Other siblings not shown: John Smith Newberry, Harriet Newberry Palmer, Electa Louisa (Lee) (Wixon) Mansur, and
Esther Newberry Beebe. If anyone should come across a photo of any of these people, and wish to share, please

contact me at goldsage@aol.com — or — P. O. Box 6305, Kent, WA 98064-6305. Hannah and George’s children appear
in my book The Quiet Patriarch.

*The coat of arms depicted, is only one of several for the Newberry/Newburgh family of England.
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