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Another Newberry blood line in America 

 
As the admin for the Newberry surname 

project, I am always interested in new 

information showing a Newberry male who 

came to the U.S. before the American 

Revolution. The following information was 

found on dorsetforyou.com showing another 

possible blood line for the Newberry family in 

America in 1743. Samuel Newberry who is 

represented by two of our testers, was known to 

have been in Virginia, could this Robert 

Newberry (below) be connected somehow? 

Samuel was supposedly from Ireland.  
 

Sent to the Fleet . . . 

“Thomas Jones, William Grasplin, Thomas 

Dimentons, Thomas Breazley, Joan Doreing, 

William Spellier, Joseph Burden, Willam 

Warren, Robert Newberry. Sentenced at 

Blanford Forum and sentenced to be 

transported to Potowmack River Virginia, 

America, for 7 years and life. Robert Newberry 

was sentenced for life. (QSG/1/18)  File 13 

April 1741.” 

 

These people were sentenced for breaking an 

unknown law.  No other information was given.  

If the Robert Newberry did in fact make it to 

Potowmack River Virginia, and served out his 

sentence, he may have been another progenitor 

of our family lines in America. Does anyone 

know more about this family? 

 

I am always curious to hear if other folks know 

of a Newberry that was sent to America before 

the Revolution.  The English record has yielded 

more than one person from the Newberry 

family who was sentenced in this way.  If you 

know of others, please let me know. -- 
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Here we are, starting another year and a new 

decade.  It seems but a short time ago that we  

were worried about the Y2K virus and the new 

millennium.  The newest worry looming in our 

future (trumped up by Hollywood) is an 

apocalyptic 2012.  I trust this is just another in a 

long line of predictions that will fade away with no 

consequence. No matter what happens, we are 

guaranteed an interesting ride. 

 

Since the last newsletter we have had another test 

returned from the lab.  Frankly, the results have  

(so far) been quite dissimilar. There are perhaps 

only two perfect matches, and those were in the 

less common haplogroup I1.  I thought this process 

would be a little more cut and dried than it is 

turning out to be. Isn’t that always the way? Our 

newest tester is again from the haplogroup R1b, 

which seems to be the most common; and doesn’t 

seem to match closely with any of the other testers. 

Consequently, what we need to grow the project are 

more male test subjects – are you game? 

Over the holidays, I had time to merge test results 

with those of the other Newberry surname group at 

Family Tree DNA ( FTDNA).  My own family’s 

first test scores are represented there, so I have 

access to both DNA projects. 

Jeanette Knight is the administrator for the 

Newberry surname project at FTDNA. When I 

launched the new project, she kindly offered her 

input.  Merging the scores has been somewhat 

difficult, in that FTDNA has a slightly different 

arrangement of their markers, though their 

identifying numbers are the same. I am still 

working on the results and seeking advice in 

interpreting scores and evaluating matches from  

the two different companies. 
continued on page 2  
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they are descended from different male 

ancestors! What?!  

 

Both subjects are known to have been descended 

from James A. Newberry born May 29, 1791. 

My line (first family) has a solid paper trail. I 

have re-checked the documentation. Mary Smith 

and James Newberry have extant first records, 

likely written by James Newberry himself. The 

only other possibility might be that a nephew 

was living with the family during his third 

marriage and was mistaken as a son in a census. I 

am unequivocally puzzled.   

 

The most logical course at this point, is to re-test 

the first subject, and to do additional tests in the 

same family. However, finding the right test 

subject is not always easy. The other possibility 

is a discrepancy in the markers used by each lab.  

This “hiccup” in the data is something that 

requires further investigation. -- 
 

Happy Birthday 

The Newberry surname project has been in 

existence since January of 2009.  We’re one year 

old! To all who have participated, please accept 

my sincerest thanks and congratulations! 

Here’s hoping for a successful second year.  
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The older tests, of course, had fewer markers for 

comparison. Not surprisingly, contacting some 

of the early testers, in the older FTDNA project 

has been problematic.  I am aware that at least 

one of the first test subjects has passed away. He 

shared his results with me in 2004. 

Plotting the Results 

Up until recently, by only casually comparing 

the numbers, it seemed things matched up pretty 

well.  When plotting results on a spreadsheet, 

one gets a much clearer picture of matches. After 

recovering from the cross-eyed headache one 

acquires from plotting groups of these numbers; 

I found something disturbing in my own line. 

The James A. Newberry line has been fairly well 

documented with original records; but, some of 

the results we obtained back in 2003 DO NOT 

fully match the results obtained in 2009. Two 

markers show slightly different scores with the 

results differing by one number, i.e. 23 as 

opposed to 24. 

 

Families who tested . . .  

 

The first test was taken back in 2003 and was 

done with FTDNA. The sample was done on a 

male descendant of Elizabeth Haskins and James 

Newberry. Elizabeth was his third wife and the 

only other woman with whom he had a family. 

At the time, we were unable to find a male 

subject who qualified from his first marriage to 

Mary Smith. 

 

Finally, when the second test was done in 2009 

with DNA Consultants the subject was actually 

descended from Mary Smith and James 

Newberry from his first marriage, through their 

son John.  The second test contains more 

markers than the initial test – but the two 

divergent markers are relevant to both tests. 

What does a differing marker mean?  My first 

thought was I made a mistake so I went back and 

re-checked. I didn't see a problem. Then I 

contacted our DNA expert and he says that these 

two men have a very close haplotype, but that 

Test Group Key: 

 
Test Group #1 is for the New England line of 

Thomas Newberry, who arrived in Dorchester, 

Massachusetts circa 1630-1634.  Married into 

the Dabinott family. TEST SUBJECT NEEDED! 

 

Test Group #2 is for the New England line of 

Richard Newbury, who arrived in Weymouth, 

Massachusetts circa 1634-38 or perhaps later.  

Ships records on his arrival are not extant. 

Married into the Robinson family. R1b 

 

Test Group #3 is for the New England/North 

Carolina line Haplotype I1.  

 
Test Group #4 for Samuel Newberry the 18th 

century, immigrant from Ireland to Virginia.  

Results - Haplogroup R1b - but no direct links 

to TG #2. 
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Web Site Coming 

 

I know I have been promising to post results on a 

web site, but time and financing have been tight. I 

have investigated a few possibilities but 

wondered if any of you has experience with a 

good web hosting group.  Myfamily.com and 

rootsweb.com are possibilities, but they have 

their drawbacks. My reservations about the two 

are their close associations with one another, and 

the fact information is shared among people who 

have paid for a membership to Ancestry.com. If 

anyone has suggestions, please drop me a line.  

 

When I find a suitable venue, I will probably stop 

writing the newsletter.  That is, only if I can find 

a web host that has easy access, with simple 

functions, and a good value. 

 

Seattle Sue’s Blog on the Newberry Family  

 

Back in November, I began a blog for the English 

Newberry/Newburgh family. I have added some 

interesting findings with citations.  So far, there 

are four people following it, but not much 

discussion.  I would like to invite all of you to 

join and share your findings about the family.  

This blog addresses the early lines in Dorset, 

Somerset, and Devon Counties. I know there are 

collaterals of this family that extend to other 

counties as well, but are not as well defined.  

Please join me at: 

 

http://newberryfamilywideworldblog.blogspot.co

m/   

 

Current time frames of interest are from the 10
th

 

century forward to the English Civil War in 1640.  

If you have other information please feel free to 

comment and share. Don’t be shy!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Indian DNA 
 

The First People’s DNA is common in our 

American backgrounds. The following URL has 

a very good paper written about tribal dispersal 

of DNA in the United States. DNA Genealogy 

is up and coming. Roberta Estes details many 

issues I have personally encountered and voices 

some of the concerns researchers face. Her 

article is timely and useful especially for those 

of us who are struggling with identifying Indian 

ancestors.  

 

    http://www.jogg.info/52/files/Estes1.pdf  

 

Thomas – where the heck are you?   

 

We are still looking for that elusive descendant 

of Thomas Newberry. If you or someone you 

know qualifies, there is a small stipend available 

that will help pay for your test. Conditions 

apply. Donations always gratefully accepted for 

continued testing. 

 

Have you tested with another company? 

 

If you have tested in the past and are willing to 

share the results of your Newberry YDNA test, 

please get in touch with me.  Now that I have 

the spreadsheet organized, I am inviting anyone 

who has other test results to send in their DYS 

and haplogroup results.  Your name will not be 

revealed and your data will only have a number 

associated with it for identification.  I DO NOT 

give out contact information unless permission 

is given.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

**STILL SEEKING** 

Colonial American – ca. 1635 

THOMAS NEWBERRY’s 

DESCENDANTS  

TO TEST!!   
 

http://newberryfamilywideworldblog.blogspot.com/
http://newberryfamilywideworldblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.jogg.info/52/files/Estes1.pdf
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 If you want to participate 

 

     The premium YDNA test is currently running 

about $279.00 with discounts extended to our 

surname group by DNA Consultants. The test 

normally runs $310.00. We selected the premium 

test because it reads thirty-seven markers and is 

more accurate. 

http://dnaconsultants.com/Detailed/4.html.  

 

     If you want to join the project, please contact 

me at goldsage@aol.com OR you can contact 

DNA Consultants through their web site/email, or 

by phone. Here is their ordering and payment 

information. www.dnaconsultants.com.  

 

     When you order the test, mention that you 

would like to participate in the NEWBERRY 

surname project with Sue Simonich as the 

administrator. If you are ordering online you may 

use the discount code RJM on your order form to 

receive the 10% discount.  

 

To  participate I ask that you provide:  

 

1.  A copy of your genealogy with sources. 

2.  A signed release letter granting permission 

for DNA Consultants and Sue Simonich to 

compare DNA results against other test subjects 

in the study. I have a standard form I can email to 

you.  

     

These two items only, should be sent to me at:  

Sue Simonich, P.O. Box 6305, Kent, WA 

98064-6305. When you receive the test kit, 

follow the instructions inside and mail it to the 

lab. You will also sign the lab’s release form 

when you send in your sample. At this point, 

turnaround is about three weeks. Give it a go. 

What do you have to lose?   -- 

 

 

 
 

 

Helpful Websites 
 

DNA Consultants has launched a couple of 

helpful web sites that everyone here might be 

interested in.  The first is:  

http://dnacommunities.com/  

 

You can go here to get answers to general 

questions, or meet with others who want to 

discuss their Melungeon, Native American, 

European, and World results.  Check it out! 

Please let me know if you learn anything new 

from the forums 

 

 

Blogosphere:  This is another informative site 

that will help you to keep up-to-date with the 

new developments in the DNA community - 

hosted by DNA Consultants. 

http://dnaconsultants.com/BlogRetrieve.aspx?

BlogID=4830&PostID=86067 I was invited to 

post an article on the blog, which I sent to the 

list previously.  You can find it at the above 

URL. 

 

Newberry/Newburgh Blog:  Interested in 

trading information about the Newburgh 

family of England?  Join me at: 

 

http://newberryfamilywideworldblog.blogs

pot.com/ 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Newberry DNA Newsletter is written and 

edited by Sue Simonich, administrator of the 

project. Sue is a researcher, author and historian. 
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